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MANONMANIAM SUNDARANAR UNIVERSITY 

AFFILIATED COLLEGES 

DEPARTMENTOFENGLISH 

M.PHILSYLLABUS 

(Forthose whojoined from2023-24 onwards) 

 

 

SEMESTERI 

 

Paper TitleoftheSubject Subject 
code 

Status* Credit Interna

l 

External Total 

 
I 

 

Research and 

Teaching 

Methodology 

 
 

 
Core 

 
8 

 
25 

 
75 

 
100 

 
II 

 

ContinentalLiterature 
 

 
 

Core 
 

8 
 

25 
 

75 
 

100 

 

III 
 

Critical Theory 
 

 
 

Elective 
 

8 
 

25 
 

75 
 

100 

 

SEMESTERII 

 

 Credit Internal External Total Total 

 

IV 

 

Dissertation 

Valuation  

16 

12.5 12.5 25  

100 
Review 12.5 12.5 25 

Viva-voce 25 25 50 

 

 

 

Reference: 

 

* Core Papers-3(CompulsoryPapers) 

 

* Dissertation –1(CompulsoryPapers)
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MANONMANIAM SUNDARANARUNIVERSITY 

AFFILIATED COLLEGES 

DEPARTMENTOFENGLISH –M.PHIL 

 

The unitized syllabus for the M.Phil Degree Course in English, shall  take  effect    from    

theacademicyear2023-24. The duration of the M.Phil. programmeshall spread over one full 

academicyear,in two semester forfull– time scholars. 

Duration :OneAcademicYear(TwoSemesters) 

Eligibility :M.A.English 

Credit :40Credits 

Schemeof Examination:ThreeContinuousInternalAssessment 

Internal–25Marks,External – 75Marks,Total–100Marks 

InternalAssessment:ThreeContinuousInternalAssessment.Theaverageof the 

besttwotestsfromthreetests–15Marks.Assignment-5 Marks 

.Seminar-5Marks 

EndSemesterExamination: QuestionPattern 

SectionA =10X1=10MultipleChoiceQuestions.„None‟shouldnot bea 

 choiceamongthefourgiven choices 

SectionB=5X5 =25 Alternate ChoiceQuestions 

SectionC =5X8 =40AlternateChoiceQuestions 

 

LearningObjectives: 

 

 Department of English seeks to train its pre-doctoral graduates to develop 

soundresearchskills,withprofessionalexpertiseandethicalvalues. 

 

 TheMasterofPhilosophy(M.Phil.)degreeinvolvesthecompletionofcourseworkin 

addition to thepreparation ofa research thesis. 

 

 Students are guided to organize, communicate and disseminate research results ina 

coherent and logical manner. And, they are prepared to pursue research 

degreesatthedoctoral level. 
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ProgrammeOutcomes: 

 

P.O.N

o. 

Attheendof theprogramme,thestudentswillbeableto: 

PO-1 comprehendthesignificanceofliteraryworksintheirsocial,culturalandideolo

gicalcontexts. 

PO-2 discovertheincrediblediversityof 

theEnglishLanguageandLiteraturethroughoutthehistoryofthe world. 

PO-3 ascertainhowwritershavereactedtothesocialdevelopmentsoftheircontemporaryper

iod andproduced atext. 

PO-4 expressthehermeneuticengagementof creativetextswithgender,race, 

regionandidentityacross various significations. 

PO-5 problematise contemporary 

Literatureandcultureswithanationalistperspective. 

PO-6 developcomprehensivereading,writing,andresearchskillsof a highorder. 

PO-7 undertake academicandliteraryprofessions. 

PO-8 adaptthemselvestothechangingaspectsofacademicandcreativeprofe

ssionalism. 
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ProgrammeSpecificOutcomes:M.PhilEnglishLiterature 

 

 

 

PSON

o. 

UponcompletionoftheM.Phil 

EnglishLiteratureProgramme,studentswill 

beableto: 

PSO-A locatethehistoricityandtextualityofWorld Anglophone Literatures. 

PSO-B appraisethediversityofhumanist discourses delineated in thetexts. 

PSO-C relatethetexts toconveyandconstruct culturalvalues andideas. 

PSO-D fosterandarticulateuniversalismwithsocialempathy. 

PSO-E respondpositivelytothesignificant paradigmshift. 

PSO-F validatethetextswithdominantcriticaltheories,methodologies,andcontemporaryp

ractices in the field. 

PSO-G developproficiencyincriticalthoughtandacademicwriting. 

PSO-H acquireprofessionalskillsrelatedtotranslationandmediastudies. 
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SEMESTERI 

CORE PAPERS 

DTENC1:RESEARCHANDTEACHINGMETHODOLOGY 

 

Objectives: 
 
Thiscourse willteachthestudents: 

 Tointroducethestudentstothebasicconceptsofresearching,givingthemaclearideaoft

hephilosophyandmeaningofresearch. 

 Totrainthestudentsintheartofthesiswritingandthemethodsofanalyzingandorganizin

gthematerial andthemechanicsofthesis. 

 Toenablestudentstodescribe,evaluate,andapplykeyconceptsandmethodsinthefield

ofrhetoricalcriticism 

 To learn to use relevant critical concepts in order to effectively analyze and 
evaluate examplesofrhetorical discourse 

 

CourseOutcomes: 

 

 

C.O.No

. 

Upon the completion of this course, students will be 

ableto 

PSOs 

Addresse

d 

CognitiveLev

el 

CO1 demonstrate the ability to indicate methods 

proper toresearchaims andobjectives 

B,G K3,K6 

CO2 spellthedescriptionandtheprocessof research. A,C K1,K3 

CO3 identifyaresearchproblem andproceed withit. F,G K4,K5 

CO4 developinnovativecriticalthinkingskills. E,C K3,K6 

CO5 tracetheconsciousnessofethicalissuesineducationalresear

ch. 

G,H K5 

CO6 determineimprovedwritingskills D,G K6 

K1–Remember, K2–Understand, K3– Apply,K4– Analyse,K5– Evaluate,K6 -Create 

L P T C 

8 - - 8 
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Mappingwith POs 

S–Strong, M–Medium,L–Low 

 

 

UnitI:MeaningandObjectivesof Research, 
Researchinlanguageandliterature,Materialsandtoolsofresearchbooks,antholog

ies,thesauruses,encyclopedias,conferenceproceedings,unpublished theses, newspaper 

articles, journals, govt. publications, e-journals,web references, research sites, 

printed and web indexes, etc.; e-mail 

discussiongroups,speciallibraries,advancedstudycenters,virtual 

libraries,websearchengines,etc. 

UnitII:TheProcessofResearch 

selecting a project; the survey of relevant literature; defining aims 

andobjectives;designinghypothesis;scopeandlimitations;preparingaresearchproposal;

planning,etc,Mechanics ofresearch‟ 

UnitIII:PresentationofResearch 

Title, aims and objectives; research format; avoiding plagiarism; 

quotingandcreatingin-text citations;researchfindings; usingstandard stylesheets. 

UnitIV:Language,StyleandRhetorics 

Diction,TheStylesuitableforaLiteraryThesis,Narration,ArgumentationExposit

ion,Description,Affectivefallacy,Dissociationofsensibility,FigurativeLanguage,Intent

ionalfallacy,ObjectiveCorrelative,Patheticfallacy, Point ofview, Satire 

UnitV:Methodology of Teaching 

Teaching–ObjectivesofTeaching,PhasesofTeaching–

TeachingMethods:LectureMethod,DiscussionMethod,DiscoveryLearning,Inquiry,Pr

oblemSolvingMethod,ProjectMethod,Seminar–IntegratingICTinTeaching: 

Individualised Instruction, Ways for Effective Presentation with PowerPoint – 

Documentation – Evaluation: Formative, Summative & Continuous 

andComprehensive Evaluation – Later Adolescent Psychology: Meaning, 

Physical,Cognitive,Emotional,SocialandMoralDevelopment–

TeachinglaterAdolescents. 

Reference: 
 Paltridge,B.(2006).DiscourseAnalysis:AnIntroduction.London:ContinuumDi

scourse. 

 Barry,Peter.2002.BeginningTheory:AnIntroductiontoLiteraryandCulturalThe

ory.NewYork:Manchester UnitedPress. 

 Crystal, David. 1994. The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language. 

Cos PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 PO6 PO7 PO8 

CO1 S S S S S S S M 

CO2 S S S S M S S S 

CO3 S S S S S S S M 

CO4 S S S S M S S S 

CO5 S S S S S M S S 

CO6 S S S S S S S S 
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London:CUP.Madden,Frank. 2002. 

 ExploringPoetry.London:Longman.Verdonk, Peter.2002. 

 Stylistics. Oxford: OUP.FrowJohn,2009.Genre,RoutledgePublication 

V.S.Sethuramanetal. 

 PracticalCriticism,MacmillanBlackElizabeth,2006. 

 PragmaticStylistics,EdinburghUniversityPressLtd. 

 MLAHandbook forWritersofResearchPapers (9thedition) 
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DTENC2:CONTINENTAL LITERATURE 

 

Objectives: 

 The course will provide an overview of contemporaryliteraturein English across 

the globe. 

 Educate students in both the artistry and utility of the English languagethrough 

the studyofcontemporaryliteratureandothercontemporaryforms of culture. 

 Providestudentswiththecritical facultiesnecessaryinan academicenvironment,inan 
increasinglycomplexandinterdependent world. 

CourseOutcomes: 

 

C.O.No. Uponthecompletionofthiscourse,studentswillbeable 

to 

PSOsAddressed Cognitive 

Level 

CO1 identify the key concepts of Contemporary  

 Literature 

A K1 

CO2 infer the common themes dealt by 

theContemporary Literature 

B K2 

CO3 analysetheoriginofpost-colonialtheories. C K3 

CO4 categoriseselectedtextsfortheirliteraryvalueandcultura

l importance. 

D K4 

CO5 disseminate the significance of Language,Literature 

and Hybridity in Contemporary +Period. 

E K5 

CO6 overcometheassimilatorypracticesofthecultural, 

historical, and economicprocesses 

of Contemporary Literature. 

E,F K6 

K1– Remember, K2 –Understand,K3–Apply, K4 –Analyse,K5– Evaluate,K6 -Create 

L P T C 

8 - - 8 
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Mappingwith POs 

 

Cos PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 PO6 PO7 PO8 

CO1 S S S S S S L S 

CO2 S S S S S S M L 

CO3 S S S S S S M S 

CO4 S S S S S S M L 

CO5 S S S S L S M M 

CO6 S S S S S M S M 

S–Strong, M–Medium,L–Low 

 

UnitI:British Literature 

Poetry - T.S.Eliot-Gerontion 
Simon Armitage– Resistance 

KingsleyAmis– A Dream of Fair Women 

Fiction- JohnFowles–TheFrenchLieutenant‟sWoman 

Drama - Alan Ayckbourn – Absurd Person Singular 

 

UnitII:AmericanLiterature 

Poetry   - AmiriBaraka– A PoemforBlack Hearts 

Anne Sexton – Sylvia‟s Death 

Bob Dylan- I Pity the PoorImmigrant 

 Fiction-  Barabara Kingsolver– Demon Copperhead 

Drama- James IJames–Fat Ham 

 

UnitIII:New Literature–I–AfricanLiterature 

Poetry   - GabrielOkara–OnceUponaTime 

 BiragoDiop –Breath 

John Pepper Clark –The Casualties 

Fiction-Ayi Kwei Armah–TheBeautyful Ones Are NotYet Born  

Drama- Ola Rotimi- Hopes of the Living Dead 

UnitIV:New LiteratureII –Australianand Canadian Literature 

Poetry- Shaw Neilson – Surely God was a Lover 

 A.D.Hope– TheDeathof the Bird 

Michael Ondaatje–The Cinnamon Peeler‟s Wife 

Fiction- David Malouf – Remembering Babylon 

Drama- Tomson Highway-The Rez Sisters 

 

UnitV:IndianEnglishLiterature 

Poetry- Sri Aurobindo–Savitri :A Legend and aSymbol: The Issue  

Book I Canto II 

                   Fiction - Mamang Dai – TheBlack Hill 

  

Drama-Mahesh Dattani – Final Solutions  
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Reference: 

 AnthologyofCommonwealthPoetryEd.C.D.Narasimhaiah,Macmillan. 

 NortonAnthologyof AmericanLiterature.W.W.Norton&Company, 1989. 

 AmericanLiterature,Vol.2,Ed.WilliamE.Cain.Newyork:Pengui

nAcademics, 2004. 

 RussellBrown(ed.)–AnthologyofCanadian Literature 

 Highway, Tomson. The Rez Sisters: A Play in Two Acts. Fifth House, 2015.  

 Michael Ondaatje. “The Cinnamon Peeler‟s Wife”. The Cinnamon Peeler: 

Selected Poems. Bloomsbury, 2004. 
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DTENE1-CRITICAL THEORY 

 

Objectives: 

 

Thiscoursewillbeableto: 

 Identify,define anddescribe avarietyofliterarytheoriesfrom the NewCriticismto thepresent 
day 

 Respond to works of literature using different critical and theoretical responsetechniques. 

 Define literary theory and identify its function and describe how 

literarytheoryisconnected tovarious social and culturalmovements. 

CourseOutcomes: 

 

 

C.O.N

o. 

Uponthecompletionofthiscourse, 

studentswillbeableto 

PSOsAddres

sed 

CognitiveLe

vel 

CO

1 

associatethetextwithaspecificepistemologicalandcontex

tual mode oflearning. 

A,E K1 

CO

2 

recognisethecontemporaryandthehistoricalschoolsof 

theliteraryworld. 

B,E K2 

CO

3 

familiarisewiththerecenttrendsin literarystudies. B,D K3 

CO

4 

determinethe ways in which literarytheoryappliestotheir 

own lives andcultures. 

C K4 

CO

5 

infer various literary interpretations of the text 

andfind the relationship between the reader 

andthework. 

B,E K5 

CO

6 

substantiatethesignificanceofrace,class,andgenderfromat

heoretical perspective. 

F K6 

K1– Remember, K2 –Understand,K3–Apply, K4 –Analyse,K5– Evaluate,K6 -Create 

  

L P T C 

8 - - 8 
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Mappingwith POs 

 

 

Cos PO1 PO2 PO 3 PO4 PO5 PO6 PO7 PO8 

CO1 S S S S S M L S 

CO2 S S S S S S M L 

CO3 S S S S M S M S 

CO4 S S S S S S S M 

CO5 S S S S S S M M 

CO6 S M S M S M M M 

S–Strong, M–Medium,L–Low 

 

UnitI:Realism, Materialism & Social Realism 

Edmund Wilson - MarxismandLiterature 
Georg Lukacs             -          Class Consciousness (Extract from History and Class 

                                                Consciousness) 

Stephen Greenblatt - The Circulation of Social Energy 

 

 

UnitII:Stylistics &Structuralism 

 Viktor Shklovsky         -          ArtasTechnique 

Claude Levi-Strauss- The Structural Study of Myth 

GerardGenette - StructuralismandLiteraryCriticism 

 

UnitIII:ReaderResponse, Post Structuralism &Deconstruction 

 
Jonathan Culler - The Literary in Theory 

Judith Butler,   What‟s Left of Theory? New 

John Guillory, - Work on the Politics of Literary 

and Kendall Thomas  Theory 

Michel Foucault - The Subject and Power 

 

UnitIV:Feminism& Psycho Analysis& Myth  
GayatriChakravortySpivak-Feminism and Critical Theory 

HaroldBloom -PoeticOriginsandFinalPhases 

Roland Barthes            -          Myth as a semiological system 

 

UnitV: Postcolonialism&CulturalHistory 

Ngugi O Thiong‟o-Decolonizing the Mind 

MikhailBakhtin - From the Prehistoryof NovelisticDiscourse 

Rabindranath Tagore  -     Art and Tradition 
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ReferenceBooks 

 Lodge,David. 20
th

 CenturyLiteraryCriticism:AReader.NewYork:Longman,1972. 

 Lodge,David. Nigel Wood. Modern Criticism and Theory: A Reader. 2
nd

 Edition. 

New Delhi:PearsonEducation, 1988. 

 Rayan,Michael.JulieRivkin.Literarytheory:AnAnthology.NewYork: 

BlackwellPublishers,2002. 

 SethuramanV.S.ContemporaryCriticism:AnAnthology.Chennai:Macmillan IndiaLtd, 

1989. 

 Rivkin, Julie and Michael Ryan.  Literary Theory: An Anthology. Blackwell 

Publishers.1998. 

 Roland Barthes. “Myth as a semiological system.” Mythologies. 1991. 

 Reviewed Work: What's Left of Theory? New Work on the Politics of Literary 

Theory by Judith Butler, John Guillory, and Kendall Thomas 

Review by: Mark Bauerlein 

Style, Vol. 35, No. 2, Women as Narrators (Summer 2001), pp. 375-380 (6 pages) 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5325/style.35.2.375 

Contribution from Penn State University Press 

 Jonathan Culler. “What‟s Left of Theory? NewWork on the Politics of Literary 

Theory.” The Literary in Theory, Stanford University Press, Stanford, CA, 2007. 

 Hubert L. Dreyfus and Paul Rabinow. “The Subject and Power.” Michel Foucault: 

Beyond Structuralism and Hermeneutics, Second ed., TAYLOR & FRANCIS, 2016. 

 


